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WSP Priorities 2023 - 2025:

• Child Neglect

• Child Sexual Abuse

• All-Age Exploitation

• Self-Neglect and Hoarding



NSPCC Learning has published a blog as part of the Why language matters series on why it’s important for 

professionals to consider the language they use when talking about child criminal exploitation. The blog explores 

how the terms ‘recruited’ and ‘working’ minimise children’s experiences of criminal exploitation. It also discusses 

how professionals can approach the topic of criminal exploitation with other professionals and the children they 

work with.

Exploitation 

Read the blog post: Why language matters: how using terms like ‘recruited’ and 

‘working’ minimise children’s experiences of criminal exploitation

Key points

• Terms like ‘working’ and ‘recruited’ can minimise the exploitation a child or young 

person is experiencing and hide the true nature of the abuse and harm.

• Children may not be aware that they are experiencing criminal exploitation and 

may not relate to or engage with the language professionals use. Use language that 

children are comfortable with. This can help them to talk about their experiences 

and help you clearly communicate concerns.

• Move away from terminology used by people who exploit children and use language 

that focuses on the harm the child has experienced. This can help everyone 

working with the child discuss and identify the right level of support needed.

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/why-language-matters/child-criminal-exploitation-recruited-working?utm_campaign=20240624_KIS_CASPAR_June24&utm_content=Why%20language%20matters:%20how%20using%20terms%20like%20%E2%80%98recruited%E2%80%99%20and%20%E2%80%98working%E2%80%99%20minimise%20children%E2%80%99s%20experiences&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/why-language-matters/child-criminal-exploitation-recruited-working?utm_campaign=20240624_KIS_CASPAR_June24&utm_content=Why%20language%20matters:%20how%20using%20terms%20like%20%E2%80%98recruited%E2%80%99%20and%20%E2%80%98working%E2%80%99%20minimise%20children%E2%80%99s%20experiences&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra


Working Together 2023 & Families First for Children

WSP are working closely with our partners leading the DfE Pathfinder 'Families First for Children' programme in order to develop 

our partnership links with Education Providers (a requirement of Working Together 2023). 

For further information or a conversation please contact Sian Jones, 

Head of Safeguarding Partnership: sian.jones@walsall.gov.uk 01922 652867

Last month we've visited colleagues in the Walsall Association of Secondary Heads, Designated Safeguarding Leads Workshop, 

Walsall Learning Alliance and Special Heads Forum as we develop our plans. Next steps are to engage with those in the Early 

Years, Maintained Nurseries Forum, Primary Nursery and Special Forum and Further Education Sector. The Safeguarding Partnership 

will be establishing an Education Subgroup and are keen to hear from Heads/Deputy Heads, Nursery Managers, Further Education 

Heads who are interested in joining this forum. 

Read the full newsletter

https://walsallsp.co.uk/children/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/06/Families-First-Pathfinder-newsletter-June-2024.pdf


Reducing / Preventing Violence, ASB & Risk of Exploitation
The summer period can be a challenging time for many children and young people, especially those who are vulnerable, at risk, or 

living in areas with high levels of youth anti-social behaviour (ASB) and violence. 

The Community Safety Partnership has been collaborating with partners to identify the needs and gaps in the current provision of 

summer activities and services, and to develop a coordinated plan to address them.

The aim is to maximise the resources and opportunities available to support and engage these children and young people, and to 

reduce the risk and occurrence of ASB, violence, and criminal exploitation during the summer months. 

Mentoring providers have a vital role in achieve this goal as we know mentoring can be a very effective way of engaging our most 

vulnerable children/young people and enabling them to engage in positive activities, while diverting them away from any risk or 

vulnerabilities.

Please consider any children and young people who you believe would benefit from this additional mentoring support over the summer 

period.

Consent from the child and their parent/carer is needed for all referrals. 

The referral form will be used to match children/young people to the “best fit” mentoring provider.

Referral Form - Reducing/Preventing Violence, ASB & Risk of Exploitation - Summer 2024

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=x3ncXWl-j0K6MISyShrZlGwYHuYN1IJMq6MUIfyTtedURDZaQTk2MEFWM0xVTU4wR0lISFhQSVNXWS4u




Family Hubs information

If you have any questions, please email the 

Family Hubs Transformation team: 

family.hubs@walsall.gov.uk  https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/

mailto:family.hubs@walsall.gov.uk
https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/


SALT – Speech and Language Therapy

Walsall SALT are offering virtual drop-in sessions for 

families to discuss any concerns around their child’s 

speech and language development.

Thursday 18 July 2024

To book a virtual drop-in appointment please email: 

walsall.slt@nhs.net 

mailto:walsall.slt@nhs.net


Join us to raise awareness of the harm caused by alcohol and to learn more about the role that alcohol plays in our society.

Alcohol Awareness Week aims to educate others about the impact alcohol can have on health and wellbeing and promoting 

healthy drinking habits.

Public Health works with The Beacon (provided by Change Grow Live) that offers free and confidential support for young 

people and adults in Walsall who misuse alcohol or drugs. They also support friends, families, and carers affected by other 

people's substance misuse.

Other services are available for residents to access for support with alcohol including SMART Recovery sessions (provided 

by The Beacon).

Alcohol Awareness Week 1 - 7 July 2024

➢ Help with drugs and alcohol - Walsall - Change Grow Live

➢ Alcohol Awareness Week | Alcohol Change UK

https://www.changegrowlive.org/the-beacon-walsall/hubs
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/alcohol-awareness-week-1


Training Opportunities

➢ WSP Learning Management System (LMS)

❖ Walsall Safeguarding - Learning Management System (event-booking.org.uk)

❖ Delegate Registration (event-booking.org.uk/register)

❖ Terms & Conditions – including cancellation charges

➢ Places available to book: WSP – July & August (virtual and face-to-face)

➢ Places available to book: Other – July & August (virtual and face-to-face)

➢ Phoenix Psychology training sessions

➢ VRP training dates

➢ WSP eLearning 

➢ Learning from Adult Reviews, Audits, Webinars, Briefings

➢ Learning from Child Reviews, Audits, Webinars, Briefings



Places available on WSP Training in July & August 2024

❖ Understanding Neglect Level 2: 3 July

❖ Supporting Families Coordinator Training (Lead Professional): 5 July

❖ Outcome Star Training: 8 July

❖ Right Help Right Time - Full Training: 11 July

❖ Reducing Parental Conflict Awareness Training Level 1: 7 August

https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/events-list?e=%3D%3DQO1EDO
https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/event-detail/%3DAzMyYjM/Supporting-Families-Co-ordinator-Training-Lead-Professional
https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/event-detail/%3DAjMyYjM/Outcome-Star-training-2024-2025
https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/event-detail/%3DUDN5UjM/Right-Help-Right-Time---Full-Training-Face-to-Face-2024-2025
https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/event-detail/%3DUTNyYjM/Reducing-Parental-Conflict-Awareness-Training-Level-1-2024-2025


Centre of Expertise

❖ Putting the Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway into practice: 3 July

❖ Spotting the signs and indicators of child sexual abuse: 16 July

Birmingham Mind

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention:1 July

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention:9 July

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention – Train the Trainer:10 July

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention – Trainer Forum: 16 July

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention – Train the Trainer: 1 August

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention: 6 August

❖ Walsall Mental Health & Suicide Prevention: 21 August

Places available on other training in July & August 2024

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/centreofexpertiseonchildsexualabuse/1132334
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spotting-the-signs-and-indicators-of-child-sexual-abuse-tickets-865215973267
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-training-half-day-010724-tickets-921446510317?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-training-half-day-090724-tickets-910379137507?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-train-the-trainer-100724-tickets-784458004007?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-trainer-forum-160724-tickets-784456680047?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-train-the-trainer-010824-tickets-784459087247?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-training-half-day-06082024-tickets-910393520527?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-training-half-day-210824-tickets-919539817347?aff=odcleoeventsincollection


Phoenix Psychology training sessions
‘At Phoenix we strive to provide psychological thinking and interventions in line with our values to support those marginalised within our society, 

those who are exposed to psychological risks as part of their occupation, those who may struggle to access psychological services elsewhere and 

where we can support social change. Our ethos is to build relationships with services to provide excellence and integrate psychological thinking 

into all aspects of their organisation. We also provide a range of services tailored to meet the varied needs of individuals with complex trauma 

presentations across the lifespan whether that be children and families with complex difficulties or adults who have experienced complex trauma. 

We work collaboratively with schools, community groups, solicitors, the voluntary sector, local authorities, independent foster care organisations, 

residential homes, health services and other statutory and non-statutory organisations. 

Phoenix Psychology is an independent psychological service based in Midlands. We have worked alongside Health and Social Care Services for many 

years supporting services to embed psychological thinking both to support their clients and their staff. The Violence Reduction Partnership has 

partnered with Phoenix Psychology since 2021’. 

If you have any questions, please contact: jasmine.omeara@westmidlands.police.uk 

VRP Assistant Delivery Manager

Home - Phoenix Psychology

➢ Formulation and Risk Assessment: 3 July, 18 July 

➢ Working with children and young people who have a complex trauma history: 9 July, 27 August 

➢ Understanding Neurodiversity in the context of Exploitation and Serious Youth Violence: 7 August, 23 August

➢ Low Intensity CBT Interventions: 23 July, 14 August

Places are limited

mailto:jasmine.omeara@westmidlands.police.uk
https://www.phoenixpsychology.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-formulation-and-risk-assessment-training-tickets-916090721007?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-formulation-and-risk-assessment-training-tickets-924332963777?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-working-with-young-people-who-have-complex-trauma-tickets-916095144237?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-working-with-young-people-who-have-complex-trauma-tickets-924335090137?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-neurodiversity-exploitation-and-serious-youth-violence-tickets-916098534377?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-neurodiversity-exploitation-and-serious-youth-violence-tickets-916105745947?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-low-intensity-cbt-interventions-tickets-916101663737
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phoenix-psychology-low-intensity-cbt-interventions-tickets-924345140197?aff=oddtdtcreator


VRP Training Dates: June, July, August 2024
West Midlands Violence Reduction Partnership Events - Upcoming Activities and Tickets | Eventbrite

❖ An Introduction to Adverse Childhood 

Experiences

2 July, 16 July, 30 July, 

13 August, 28 August

❖ An Introduction to Trauma Informed working 

in healthcare settings

23 July 

❖ Change Makers Programme

26 July

❖ Ending Male Violence Against Women and Girls 

(EMVAWG)

24 July, 29 August 

❖ Exploitation Webinar

8 July, 22 July, 

5 August, 19 August

❖ Mentors in Violence Prevention

26 July

❖ Public Health Approach to Violence Prevention

9 July, 23 July, 6 August, 20 August

❖ Serious Violence Duty Briefing

19 July, 23 August

❖ Sport and Serious Violence Duty 

11 July, 19 August

❖ Trauma Informed Practice

1 July, 15 July, 29 July, 12 August, 27 August

❖Working with Trauma in Early Years

25 July, 29 August

To register your place visit: West Midlands Violence Reduction Partnership Events - Upcoming Activities and Tickets | Eventbrite

The West Midlands Violence Reduction Partnership offers a wide variety of training courses for professionals working throughout 

the West Midlands. 

Each course has online dates available every month; but if you are interested in any of the courses for your team or 

organisation, you can also contact vrp@westmidlands.police.uk to arrange a specific date to suit your needs which can be 

delivered either in person or online.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/west-midlands-violence-reduction-partnership-33440166991


WSP eLearning modules

Walsall Safeguarding Partnership also offers a variety of eLearning training courses:

Adults Safeguarding Awareness Level 1

Advocacy (Care Act) - external learning

Child Neglect Awareness – Level 1

Determining eligibility under the Care Act 2014 - external learning 

Female Genital Mutilation: Recognising and Preventing (FGM) – external learning

ICON: ‘Babies cry, you can cope’

Introduction to Safeguarding Children – Level 1

Personalisation – external learning

Private Fostering Module

Understanding Mental Capacity Act – Level 2

Understanding Safeguarding Children – Level 2

To find out more about the eLearning courses and how to book, please visit: https://walsall.event-
booking.org.uk/elearning-list 

https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/elearning-list
https://walsall.event-booking.org.uk/elearning-list


Thank you for taking the time to read 
the WSP Safeguarding Spotlight

If you would like an item to be featured in the next edition, 

please send your information through to: 

Safeguardingbusinessunit@walsall.gov.uk  

To receive the Spotlight and any news updates please subscribe to 

our website: walsallsp.co.uk

mailto:Safeguardingbusinessunit@walsall.gov.uk
https://walsallsp.co.uk/

